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APPENDIX,   that government as by the native sovereign contracting
the loan/
" Though it is the decided opinion of the court that
such guarantees as are above alluded to, of loans to
native princes or other parties by any lenders whatsoever,
should be altogether abstained from by the British go-
vernment, and indeed interdicted, they nevertheless have
great satisfaction in seeing the principle of non-interfer-
ence so broadly and guardedly laid down as it is by the
board in the above paragraph. But, in the same high
degree in which they estimate the importance of such a
rule, must they he solicitous that, along with the promul-
gation of the rule, a precedent should not immediately
be set, by which, if acted upon, the rule would be utterly
subverted, and the precedent become the rule in its stead;
a rule directly opposite to the former, both in its purport
and effects.
" The principle, as laid down by the board, recognizes
two conditions: 1st, that the British government should
have been a party, consenting at least to the original
transaction; 2nd, that it should have given its guarantee
for the payment: under which conditions alone, any in-
terference should be attempted by the British govern-
ment for the enforcement of claims of debt on native
princes.
" Neither of these conditions applies to the case of the
Lucknow bankers. This is not alleged ; and it is so clear
a point, that the court do not think it necessary to enforce
it by argument.
" The subsequent paragraph of the board's draft, how-
ever, says: ' We state the principle thus broadly and de-
cidedly, to the end that the orders wfe are about to trans-
mit to you on the subject of the present claim may not
be liable to misinterpretation in the important particular,
that where money has been advanced to a native state